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PROGRESS OK MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


Another interval of three (lays, and another administration in the samo way 
follows. In this way, thirty powders aro given in sixteen dayB. By this timo 
tho whooping-cough lias usually disappeared. But in somo rnro eases tho 
disease proves unusually obstinate; in that event, ten more packets aro 
administered. Usually, a notablo diminution in tho number of tho paroxysms 
is observed after tho first ten pneketa have been administered nud tho three 
days’ interval passed. But it sometimes happens that tho vomiting does not 
cease, and then tho parents of tho sufferer hccomo impatient. Habitually, after 
tho second period of administration of tho quinino nnd tho interval, the cough 
lessens in the proportion of 28 to 10-oven to 14; vomiting rarely occurs j tho 
subconjunctival hemorrhages disappear, and it is only occasionally in tho 
night that there will he paroxysms of coughing of a severity comparahlo to 
thoso at the onset. During tho third period of tho medication, often before 
the last day, tho number of paroxysms of coughing fall to ono or two, and 
their total disappearance soon happens. If tho cough ceases during the 
second period of medication, it is better, that success may ho assured, to ad¬ 
minister tho remedy for tho third. If it happens tlint the pneketa are vomited, 
in part or in whole, during tho first period, others should he at once given. 

The statistics given by Dr. Saucrhering quito prove tho success of this 
method of treating whooping-cough. 

Tiie Treatment of I)mmii:uiA with Oh. of Eucalyptus and Oil of 
Turpentine. 

Thero is increasing ovidcncoof tho good elfccts obtained from tho oils of 
eucalyptus and turpentine in the treatment of diphtheria. In a communica¬ 
tion to tho Gaielle indicate dc Nanta, No. 11,1885, Dll. Baiithelemy explains 
tho method ns carried out in two isolated wards of tho children’s hospital, nnd 
gives tho results. 

On tho stovo nro plnced two lnrge, deep vessels, ono containing boiling water 
having a handful of eucalyptus leaves thrown in, nnd tho other a mixturo of 
tar and essenco of turpentine. When tho temperature does not admit of tho 
uso of the stove, nn alcohol lamp is placed under n largo saucepan half full of 
water, to which essence of turpentine and eucalyptus leaves nro added, in 
sufficient quantity to snturato tho air of the apartment with tho fumes and tho 
vapor of water. In this way tho patients breathe nn atmosphere thoroughly 
balsamic nnd antiseptic. Tar, nnd especially c3sonco of turpentine, hnvc been 
added to the eucalyptus since tho publication of Dr, Concstou’s observations 
showing tho remnrknblo germicide properties of air ozonized by turpentine. 
According to Koch, turpentine in solution (1-70000) arrests tho development 
of tho spores of chnrbon. Sinco 1880, Drs. Bosse and Satlow hnvo employed 
tho turpentine treatment exclusively in diphtheria. Tlioy have, it is true, 
used a different method of administering tho remedy—giving internally as 
much 03 a tenspoonful to a tablespoonful daily, according to age (Bull. Qlnl- 
raie de Thcrapcutiquc , 1883). The plnti Dr, Bnrthclemy lias adopted docs not 
cause any repugnance; the action is coustnnt, nnd tho only inconvenience is 
tho well-known inflammability of tho turpentine. 

Besides these inhalations, chlorate of potassn was given internally, and 
almost always some quinine when tho stnto of tho temperaturo required it. 
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17 cases were subjected to this treatment with the following result i 6 proved 
fatal, but of these 2 were moribund on admission, and tlio others were in bad 
condition when seized with diphtheiia. All of the cases of primary origin, 
free from complications at the onset of the disease, were cured. In 6 of tho 
11 successful cases, the larynx was invaded by the exudation, and in 3 of 
these tho danger of suffocation was so imminent ns to require tracheotomy. 


On tub Therapeutic Value of Oanella in Metrorrhagia and 
Menorrhagia. 

According to Du. J. CllERON (Revue de Thirapcutique, October 16, 1885), 
the physiological effects of cnnella are tho following: 

Two grammes (about 3ss) of tho tincture cause a feeling of well-being, a 
sense of warmth at tho epigastrium; accompanied by a transient but agreeablo 
general excitation. The pulse becomes fuller, but is not increased in fre¬ 
quency. Ingestion of a larger dose—of two to ten grammes (3ss-3iij)—causes 
a inoro vivid sensation of heat at tho epigastrium, and in the succeeding 
hour a very distinct general excitation, with somo nervous agitation, rise of 
temperature, full pulse, scanty urine, and sweating of a critical character 
which terminates the systemic disturbance. 

Canclla is especially indicated in tho menorrhagia and metrorrhagia of tho 
chlorotic, and of tho pregnant state in debilitated and lymphatic women, in 
the long-continued slight metrorrhagia which may succeed to delivery, and in 
the symptomatic metrorrhagia of cancer, of long duration and resisting other 
treatment. 

Dr. Chdron recommends tho powder of canclla, with iron, in tho metror¬ 
rhagia of chlorosis. It may bo useful in this connection to note, that for¬ 
merly canclla with aloes —-pubis aloes cum canella [hiera pier a t vulgo, hiclry 
pickry )—had considerable repute as a remedy for nmcnorrlKcn. 

Tho composition of canclla is especially interesting in view of its alleged 
utility in tho affections above mentioned. It contains a bitter principle, 
canellin, and ono per cent, of a volatile oil, which is made up of so\cral oils, 
one of them identical with eugenic acid, present in oil of cloves. 

Santonin in Amenorrhea and Dvsmenorrihea. 

Dr. J. Ciieron proposes tho uso of santonin in tho treatment of amcnorrhcea 
ami dysmenorrlicca {Revue de Therapeutique, Nov. 1,1885). Ho prefaces liis 
observations on this therapeutic application of the remedy with an account of 
its physiological actions. 

Santonin is but slightly soluble in water, but dissolves in alcohol in tho 
proportion of 1 to 40. It is a vascular medicament, and it acts on tho organic 
muscular fibre in tho same manner ns ergot. It perverts vision, and the 
senses of taste and odor. Objects seen have a yellowish 1 or violet color, and 
tho urine, which is increased in amount, has a yellow tint when acid, red 
when alkaline. 

Santonin acts ns a tonic to the stomach, and increases tho appetite and tho 
power of digestion. As is well known, it is a vermifuge, and expels tho 
ascarides lumbricoides with certainty. 

Dr. Chdron lias obtained excellent results from its uso in amcnorrhcea and 



